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GATES OF THE GROVE

Sat., March 6th 10:00 a.m.
Social Hall

Pancakes and Prayers! For
children under 12, their
parents & grandparents.
(Children will join adults for
the Torah Service in the
Main Sanctuary.)

Chefs: Albert and Daniel

Bitton
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Even with the snow falling
and blowing, our hearts
and thoughts are turned
towards Spring. The festi-
val of Pesach occurs at the
very end of March, first
Seder is on the night of the
29th and the second Seder
is on the night of the

30th. I have heard people
remark, "That's early isn't
it?" | had a colleague who
once reminded me that the
Jewish holidays always
come on time; it's the gen-
eral calendar that gets
mixed up. Pesach will be
on time again this year
beginning on the night
when the 15th day of Nis-
san begins, the night of the
full moon of Nissan.

Over the years, this ex-
traordinary story of our
redemption from Egyptian
servitude has made this
earlier shepherd and then
agricultural festival one of
the primary ones of the

Jewish year. Demogra-
phers tell us that more
Jews observe even a part
of Pesach (going to a Se-
der, eating some matzah,
not eating bread, etc.) than
any other Jewish holiday,
even more than observe
Chanukah or the High Holy
Days. In ancient times you
could lose your identity as
part of the Jewish people if
you missed observing
Pesach or didn't make it
up one month later. Itis
the sign of who we are, the

dreams, memories and vision
of what it is to be a Jew.

We are taught to believe in
the Holy One who redeems
us--and someday all people--
from oppression. This value
was and remains a radical
and revolutionary thought in
world religion. The Eternal
One is a force that makes for
freedom, who gives hope to
the enslaved and downtrod-
den, and who will break the
yoke of all oppressive power
in the world. We retain an
optimism born in the obser-
vance of Pesach that if it hap-
pened long ago, it can hap-
pen again--an age of hope,
justice and peace for us, for
all peoples and for the

world. No small dream!
Rather a courageous state-
ment of faith and hope born
out of experience of servitude,
slavery and oppression, and
divine intervention against

continued on page 2

Religious Services

Friday, 3/12 6:30 p.m.
Shabbat service

Friday, 3/19 6:30 p.m.
Shabbat service

Friday, 3/26 6:30 p.m.
Shabbat service

Friday, 3/5 6:30 p.m.
Shabbat service

Saturday 3/6 10:00 a.m.

Shabbat service followed
by Kiddush and Torah
Study

Saturday 3/20 10:00 a.m.

Shabbat service followed
by Kiddush and Torah

Saturday 3/27 10:00 a.m.

Shabbat service followed by
Kiddush and Torah Study

Saturday 3/13 10:00 a.m.

Shabbat service followed
by Kiddush and Torah

10:00 a.m. Pancakes Study Study
and Prayers -Chi | dr Bar Mitzvah: Bar Mitzvah: Tuesday, 3/30 10:00 a.m.
Service Alex Cohen Jeremy Coppola Passover Service
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(continued from p.1)

the deities of ancient Egypt, the
mightiest human power at the time,
the most oppressing and enslav-
ing. Even when we end our Seder
and the moment has not come for
this new time we say, "Next year in
the Jerusalem of freedom and jus-
tice, hope and peace, Jerusalem
rebuilt.”

We will never give up on this
dream. It makes us us. Ani
maamin --there WILL be such a
day. | believe it and work towards it
and so many of you do as well. No
fantasy--rather a strong faith that
things can be better and the world
can yet become a place for justice
and peace.

And so we will gather again, recite

the prayers, chew the matzah, drink
the wine/grape juice, sing and recite
our prayers, impatiently wait for our
food and dream again. Friends, in the
midst of darkness we believe that there
will be light, just as the Holy One be-
gan creation with "Let there be light."
May we have the courage to face the
darkness and light the lights of free-
dom. May we have the courage to say
that humanity is not destined forever to
be darkness. Let us work with the
Holy One to bring light and peace to
our world.

Ani ma-amin - | believe with all my
heart and soul that this time will come.

Hag kasher v'sameach - a joyous and
kasher Pesach.

March Adult Education
with Rabbi Zimmerman

Jewish Center of the Hamptons

Mondays, 9:30 a.m. Samuel in Hebrew
of

March 1st: fABook
March 8th, March 15th, March 22nd
No class March 29th (Passover)

Tuesdays, 12:30 p.m. Lunch & Learn (in N.Y.)

March 2nd,
March 16th
March 23rd
No class March 9th

Wednesdays, 3:30 p.m. Modern Jewish Thinkers

March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th.
No class March 31st

Fridays

11:00 a.m. - Biblical Hebrew
Noond Prophets Lunch & Learn
March 5th

March 11th

March 19th

March 26th No classd Rabbi Zimmerman is making

matzoh balls!
No classes March 30th and 31st

Est her o

CLOSURES

THERE WILL BE NO ADULT EDU-
' "CAPIBNCMLASSES HELD ON

TUESDAY, MARCH 9TH.

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON
TUESDAY, MARCH 30TH

FOR THE

FIRST DAY OF PASSOVER.

THERE WILL BE NO RELIGIOUS

SCHOOL ON

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31ST
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Message from the Cantor

Summer and Music at the Jewish Center of the Hamptons

Shiru LadAdon a-iSingtthGod a Netw Sahgl s h

Every summer we try to do just that at the Jewish Centerd by bringing music to you by way of Fri-
day Night Kabbalat Shabbat concerts, Saturday evening concerts, and services filled with prayerful
song and heartfelt melodies.

This year, | would like to return to a few special Shabbat Music Services. In the past we had these
services, often sponsored by members of the congregation. They are special Shabbatot that in-
clude musicians and introduce you to music that you have not necessarily heard before in the syna-
gogue.

Our heritage of music is rich and replete with composers from A-Z, many of whom are best heard
when piano or percussion or guitard or all threed support the voices of the Cantor and congrega-
tion. While | truly love singing accapella, | believe we can and should bring it up a notch once in a
while with some special musical services.

To sponsor a musical Shabbat, please call me at the JCOH office at 631-324-9858 x205 or send me
an email at cantor@jcoh.org.

Il n music tradition, there is a saying, #dLet uls
lieve those words were written for us, let us make them true this year!
0 Cantor Debra Stein

A Message from the Ritual Committee
The Ritual Committee is an advisory group appointed by and reporting to the Board of Trustees. The committee works closely
with the clergy in reviewing matters that involve synagogue rituals, the conduct of Shabbat and holiday services, the bestowing
of aliyot, and any number of other issues surrounding our religious practice.
While not a decision making body, the committee, after careful research, study and discussion, presents its recommendations
to the clergy and Board for approval.
A very important item currently before the committee i ® t
Gates of Prayer.o0 The Board has |l ong desired to replace t

the guidance of our clergy, and with the input of the congregation, the committee will review prayer book alternatives in order to
make a carefully considered final recommendation to the Board. Reflecting the spiritual needs of our congregation is foremost
in our charge as we study this important issue.

Please let us know your thoughts on the prayer book and on any other matters pertaining to synagogue ritual. You can reach
us through The Jewish Center at 631-324-9858 or office@jcoh.org.

Carol Wenig, VP, Board of Trustees; Chairman-Ritual Committee

Mitch Iden, Member Board of Trustees; Chairman-Prayer Book Subcommittee

Bernie Epstein,Cathy Gandel,Ruth Joseph,Julie Ratner,Carol Roaman, Member, Board of Trustees
Harry Katz, President, Board of Trustees; member ex-officio

Linda Heller Kamm, Chairman, Board of Trustees, member ex-officio

he
hi's
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You are Invited to a Second Night Seder

Tuesday, March 30, 2010 5:00Pm

at The Jewish Center of the Hamptons

Please help us celebrate this Passover with your fellow congregants from the Jewish
Center Community. Rabbi Zimmerman and Cantor Stein will conduct a beautiful,

moving and inspiring Passover Seder. (Strictly kosher for Passover.)

JCOH members & their families- $55 each adult
Non-members - $65 each adult, Children 3-12 years - $30 each

Advanced reservations required by Wednesday, March 24th
to office@jcoh.org or 631-324-9858.
(No one will be denied this experience because of finances.)
Please speak with the Rabbi or Cantor in confidence if you would like
to make special arrangements

Passover Service Schedule
Tuesday, March 30th at 10:00 a.m.

Saturday, April 3rd at 10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Chol Hamoeid Passover

Monday, April 5th at 10:00 a.m.
Including Yizkor, Memorial Prayers

Join your JCOH family as we celebrate this holiday of freedom!




